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Iprague-Gonzales Showdown 


Washington — (UPI) — A climactic 
meeting of the dissension-ridden 
House Assassinations Committee set 
for today was canceled suddenly last 
night by the illness of the embattled 
chairman, Rep. Henry Gonzalez. 

The Texas Democrat, who is in a 
leadership struggle with his panel, re- 


ported to his Washington office he was 
ill with influenza at his home in San 
Antonio and would not be able to pre- 
side over a crucial meeting of the 
committee this afternoon. 

That meeting was supposed to have 
ended a series of procrastinations oh a 
decision whether Gonzalez or Richard 


Sprague, the chief committee counsel 
he fired Feb, ID, would prevail, or per- 
haps whether both would go. 

The illness was the latest devel- 
opment in the checkered history of the 
committee which had been set up last 
year to investigate the assassinations 
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of President John F, Kennedy and the 
Rev, Martin Luther King Jr, 

A series of budget and procedural 
battles, and a change of chairmen as 
a result of last November's election, 
climaxed with Gonzales* dismissal of 
Sprague and the refusal of the chief 
counsel, backed by letters from all 
other committee members, to go. 

Last Wednesday the committee, 
after a six hour session on rules and 
procedure, forced a vote postponing a 
showdown on the Gonzaiez-Sprague 
standoff until today. 

As they left, Gonzalez remained in 
the chair, denouncing Sprague as a 
rattlesnake. "When I see a rattle- 
snake on the doorstep,” he said, "I 
don't hesitate. I stomp on it and an- 
swer questions later. ” 


Gonzalez was supposed to have con- 
ferred today with House speaker 
Thomas O’Neill before facing the 11 
rebellious members of the committee. 

O'Neill said yesterday he did not 
think that Gonzalez should step down. 
He also said on the "Face the Nation” 
television program he considered 
Sprague "a tremendously able man” 
and felt the committee would be able 
to "iron out its problems.” Sprague is 
a former first assistant district at- 
torney in Philadelphia. 

Gonzalez, describing Sprague as a 
"prima donna” and "deceitful”, said 
he fired the lawyer for unilaterally 
proposing a budget of $13 million and 
a staff of 170 for the next two years 
and persistently obstructing author- 
ity. 


The full House on Feb. 2, weary of 
the public infighting, voted 237 to 1$4 
to continue the committee's life until 
March 3.1, by which date it must come 
up with a realistic budget and staff 
roster, improved investigatory and 
procedural rules and some indication 
where the investigation will lead. 



